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It's undoubtedly been a challenging term here at The Taunton Academy. I'm so grateful to our staff who have
continued their dedicated work through considerable staffing pressures, and to the community who have been
SO supportive.

But despite these difficulties, there have been many triumphs and joys. As the cold and dark draws in, it’s such
a comfort to see our students experiencing an impressive range of successes across the curriculum and beyond.

We have such a talented and vibrant community of students and staff.

And generous too! At Christmas we like to support charitable causes, and this year was no exception. Despite
tough financial times for many families, our community pulled together to support vulnerable children and the

homeless. There’s nothing more Christmassy than that.

And it's the time of year when we reflect backwards and look forwards. We are very proud of how our school
has improved, and we are unashamedly ambitious for our future. After our Christmas festivities, we will be

back in January working tirelessly to be the excellent school our community deserve.

Mrs L Webber




A Merry Christmas to you from all at The Taunton Academy! We can’t wait to see the students back at school

on Thursday 5th January. With thanks to Poppy Freeman Year 8 for her beautiful Christmas image.

A huge thank you to everyone who donated items for the Christmas Sparkle. VWe have some very

generous people and a large amount of wonderful gifts were donated.
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YEAR 7
Preston for showing resilience when faced with a problem

and also kindness when he has supported other students.

Poppy and Poppy for persistence and perseverance at

forest school.

Santiago for showing consistent positivity and

cheerfulness in tutor times.

Amy for a mature attitude towards her learning and

school life.
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Shania, Jamie and Libby for being conscientious students

and having a consistently positive approach to learning.

Ruby W and Daniel C for a positive and hard working

approach to school.

YEAR 8

Imogen P, Maisy W, Adden H and Katlin V who all had the
highest merits.




STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

YEAR 9

Holly PJ, Scarlett B, Skye H, Darcy G, Noah G, Hayden
D, Melissa F, Theo P, Dotty F - for excellent attitudes to

learning and being great citizens.

Jenson Y - for being an amazing champion and helping at
Breakfast Club dalily.

Kira R, Lydia A, Miley C - for helping out and supporting

Year 8 parents’ evening.

YEAR 10

Kieran and Kloe for consistently good effort in lessons and

always being respectful.

Lily for achieving a high number of merits in her lessons.
Ryan was recognised for stepping out of his comfort zone

to participate in the Remembrance Assembly.

Chloe for achieving a high number of merits in her lessons.
William was recognised for supporting his tutor and his
subject teachers whenever needed. The photo shows
William with Mr Kerr.

Zofia for working consistently hard in all lessons and

performing exceptionally well in maths.

Bradley for quietly getting on in all subject lessons and

always doing his best.

Harry H, Ashton, Harry B, Joe, Dishaa and Amelia (all
pictured) plus Georgia and Angelou for their home learning.
They received a large number of merits from their teachers

for submitting school work from home.




BBC VISIT

The BBC’s centenary education project, BBC 100 Share Your Story, came to TTA in November. The project aims

to inspire young people to achieve their career goals and realise their ambitions.

The storytellers who visited us were Rachel Flint and Tyler Edwards. Rachel talked about living with Crohn’s
disease and her journey with the BBC to being a senior journalist. Tyler is a journalist with BBC Wales News.
He talked about the challenges he faced getting into the media industry, coming from an area with limited career

opportunities.

Georgios S in Year 10 shadowed the visiting BBC team. He reported he had an amazing time and asked lots of

questions. Our students will now have the chance to share stories as part of the BBC Young Reporter scheme.

www.thetauntonacademy.com/bbc-visit/
Blejc)
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In our first English Speaking Union competition this
academic year, we competed against Taunton School.
We came third overall in the heats which means we
are successfully through to the next round!
Congratulations to our Chairperson Atlanta, our
Questioner Alistair and Sam our Speaker. All three
performed with maturity and confidence. Thank you
also to the support team: Megan, Sam and Rocket

from Year 10.

Year 7 have continued with their algebra topic by
learning how to simplify expressions. They saw that
you can only combine terms that are the same, using

different colours to help collect them also helped.

This term saw the first meeting of our Keyboard
Club, after a number of students in Year 7 requested
the opportunity to develop this musical skill. They
chose The Great British Bake Off theme tune as

an ensemble and also had the opportunity to start

learning a song of their choice.




Year 7 has been hard at work learning about motte
and bailey castles. For home learning students made
some amazing replicas. These are two of the many
castles we received. Well done Year 7 for your effort

and time. These will be going on display in the history

classrooms.

Year 7 students wore ‘Odd Socks’ on 14th November
to support the Anti-Bullying Alliance.

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/odd-socks-day

Specialist staff are organising some new engaging and

colourful resources to support our emerging KS3
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readers this term. For these age 11 to 14 students, our students were chosen as winners of a nature

oo . , . ition. Th Il wi Lottie,
reading is the key to improving all aspects of their poetry competition. The overall winner was Lottie

English work and this will benefit them in other with a brilliant poem about a mischievous kingfisher.

. Well done to all Year 8s who entered. Each poem
curriculum areas too.

was read and enjoyed. Special thanks to Miss Lee for

organising this.




Cooking and Nutrition students were set the challenge of finding, preparing, cooking and presenting their own
curry or casserole recipe. All students took the task very seriously and came well prepared (thank you to
parents for all your behind the scenes support!) They all cooked exceptionally well and tried to cook something
that challenged them by using basic ingredients rather than ready-made sauces. There was a huge range of
different dishes and the corridor had the delicious aroma of herbs and spices for several days! Well done to all

those who took part.




Students completed some excellent home learning on the trenches and WWI, on the lead up to Remembrance

Day. These are a few examples of the excellent trenches and newspaper articles they created.

In English, students love being creative with words - but they do love a certificate too! Following feedback
from students, we have increased the number of external competitions we enter. Writing poems about
everything from climate change to friendship and human rights to hobbies. Our students have once again
shown how creative and talented they are. Pictured are some of our Year 9s with the certificates they won
for entering The Power of Poetry competition. Well done Elissa, Darcy, Denis, Taj, Alfie, Martyna, Ryan,
Dotty and AJ.




Cooking and Nutrition students completed a team challenge, making a range of foods suitable for selling at a
festival. They planned what they would make in class and divided roles between them. Each member of the
team was responsible for bringing some of the ingredients needed and then they all played a part in cooking
their food. Everyone produced some part of the meals. There were a wide range of delicious items made and

it was great to see students really challenge themselves to make high skilled and well presented food.




YEAR 9

Students have been busy planning their bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award elements, with the help of the In

the Mix Project youth service. They were engaged, interested and had lots of fun.




YEAR 10

Lots of thoughtful homework has been completed by Year 10 on the novella “A Christmas Carol” by Charles

Dickens, getting into good habits for GCSE preparation. This traditional Victorian story features three ghosts,

showing the past, present and future




YEAR 11

Year 11 students started the second half of term with some fantastic dedication to their lunchtime and after

school revision sessions. These sessions are running from now until the GCSEs next year. Currently they are

preparing for mock exams, which start on 14th November.

Students enjoyed an intense revision session covering Crime and Punishment. They had to complete a challenging
Connect 4, where they needed to not only complete a colour row but ensure that there was a consistent
theme amongst the statements on each card. Much heated debate followed with students even arguing with

members of their own team about why a connection did or didn’t exist!




Well done to Sam G in Year 11 who won a pug on the

Thorpe Park trip. We're sure his family were thrilled!

Last half term tutor groups were given 12 wellbeing
challenges to complete during their VWellbeing
Wednesday tutor times. These included a wellbeing
wall, a positivity jar and completing random acts of
kindness. There are new challenges again this term to
help promote a sense of belonging and thinking of others.
Thank you to all our student Wellbeing Champions.




WELLBEING

Thank you to Lily from the NHS Mental Health Support Team for running our ‘“Tuning into Teens’ Parenting
Course and to Revd Tiff for hosting the course at Wellsprings Community Church.

Tuning into Teens is a six-week programme and shows you how to help your teen develop emotional intelligence.

Thank you also to the parents who attended and for their positive feedback:

‘Thank you for the time and opportunity to meet and discuss ideas with other parents, it's been excellent’
‘l would recommend this course to everyone and | would even do it again!’
‘It was great to meet with other parents’.

‘Lots of helpful and practical ideas to put into practice’

If you are interested in taking part in the next course starting after February half term please contact
Mrs Vercoe.




WELLBEING

We were among a number of secondary schools which came together to look at how our social, emotional

and mental health (SEMH) approach has evolved and grown. This supports our young people, staff and community
by promoting positive health and wellbeing through a ‘“Tree of Life’.

In staff prayer time, we lit the advent candle to remind ourselves about the light in this coming festive period.
We all lit candles for those we prayed for, in thanks and in hope.

If parents send their child to school on an electric scooter, they are effectively committing an offence and could
have it seized by the police. Patrols at the start and end of school are happening on a regular basis across
Taunton. Story in full here: www.thetauntonacademy.com/e-scooter-advice/




LIBRARY NEWS

We have been embracing autumn and Halloween in the library, focusing our displays and book recommendations

on seasonal and themed books. The student librarian team arranged a Halloween/Autumn bookmark competition.
This was very successful with amazing entries, making it very difficult for our judges to choose the winning

designs. The bookmarks are now available for students to use and are proving very popular.

We have some brand new modern fiction titles just in for students to borrow. These are now on display and
are highly recommended, some are award winning. Youth for Christ has also very kindly donated a selection of

new books to us. We are always delighted to receive book donations.

A reminder that homework club in the library is every school evening from 3.10pm to 4.10pm and is open
to all year groups. We also have a Young Writers Club every Tuesday after school for Years 7,8 and 9 in the
library. We have been focusing on gothic horror and poetry this term, resulting in some excellent writing which
we have entered into a Young Writers competition.

We are promoting our favourite books, recommending those we have really enjoyed to others. Students have
been able to write comments on the library white board, suggesting books as well as why they enjoy reading.
This is proving very popular with students with some great book suggestions and comments. We also have a

continually changing display of student book recommendations.

The student librarians are preparing Christmas ideas for the library including displays, competitions, word
searches and Christmas themed reading.

Finley M and Henry W enjoying checking in at Chess Club. This takes place every Wednesday lunchtime and all

are welcome.
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We have had a very busy half term with career
workshops, assembly presentations, guest speakers,
the Youth Enterprise Scheme and one-to-one career
interviews. Students who are interested in a career
in the armed forces were invited to attend a talk by
a guest speaker from the Royal Marines. This was an
excellent and inspiring talk from a Royal Marine who

joined at 16 and is in his first year.

A group of year 10 students are taking part in the
Young Enterprise scheme where they create a small
business, including product design, logos, marketing
and raising capital to get started. The logo design has
been created and will be entered into a competition.
The group is now setting up a website and planning

marketing strategies
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Year 7 have been busy learning how to use workshop
equipment safely to make a product. They have

worked hard to create working sweet dispensers out

of timber with a healthy portion size message.

Year 8 have been learning sewing machine skills and
how to create repeat patterns to make reusable tote
bags.

Year 9 have made their first ever wearable product!

They personalised them by adding embroidery or
appliques.




ARTS & CREATIVE

Year 9 and 10 Art and Photography students had a fantastic day out in London, visiting the Tate Britain and
Tate Modern Galleries. Students sketched, observed and photographed art works, architecture and enjoyed the
views along the embankment - enjoying the national landmarks.

WELCOME TO TATE MODERN
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ARTS & CREATIVE

Students proudly showing their documented visit boards.

We were very impressed with Charlie W in Year 11, whose mock exam work using lino, print and collage

produced this final abstract outcome.
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RELIGION,
PHILOSOPH Y,
& ETHICS e

Sammy M in Year 11 produced a range of impressive
outcomes for her mock exam, using lino cut and

printing media for her abstract surfaces project.

Students in Religion, Philosophy and Ethics have been

showing how proud they are of their work by requesting

a selfie. Mrs Sainsbury then takes a photo of their work
and emails it home to share with parents, so they can
see how much effort students have been making.

Well done!



FOOTBALL

The Year 10 football team travelled to Bournemouth for the second round of the schools national cup. After
a strong showing and some outstanding individual performances the team has progressed to the third round,

following an amazing 6-1 victory.

FOOTBALL

The Year 7 team attended their first district CVL and came out victorious! They won four games and drew

one, which is outstanding in their first time playing together at a secondary school competition.




HOCKEY

The Year 9 hockey team then concluded their fixtures at Bishop Fox’s. They have made great progress throughout
the season, remaining positive, committed and resilient. We are very proud of them all, especially captain

Hayley W who has helped to organise the team and led them superbly.

BASKETBALL BASKETBALL

Year 9 boys played in their first CVL basketball Year 10 also played in a basketball tournament last
tournament against Castle and Heathfield. They played  against Heathfield and Castle, with some Year 9 boys
brilliantly, scoring some amazing baskets and showing for taking part to ensure we had a team. They played
great teamwork. They were a credit to the school. some excellent moves, with great rebounding and

developing confidence driving to the hoop




SPORTS

GYMNASTICS & DANCE

Well done to Tilly H and Elsie |, who competed in a
gymnastic competition for the Taunton Trampoline
and Gymnastics Association at The Wiltshire School
of Gymnastics. Tilly came 1st on beam, 2nd on bars,
2nd on vault and 1st overall. Elsie came 2nd on bars,
2nd on vault 2nd on beam, 3rd on floor and 2nd
overall. Both girls are training hard to take their

gymnastics grades.

GYMNASTICS & DANCE

Lucy T and Eli B won a bronze medal in a national
freestyle dance championships in Blackpool. Their
team are the current south west champions and were
competing against regional champions in various dance

styles and age groups.

FITNESS

Year 7 enjoyed their fitness lessons this term with

great enthusiasm and effort!

TAEKWONDO

Well done to Seth from Year 11 who won the gold
medal for the 51kg category in tackwondo sparring in

Southampton.

MOTORSPORT

Finley M rode at the Weston Beach Race and came
55th out of 160 riders. This is the UK’s biggest off-road
motorsport competition, where riders take on a six
mile long circuit with a 2km start straight. Finley tells

us this has been his dream since he was aged four!




SPORTS

CROSS COUNTRY

The District Cross Country was at Castle School.
Students from Years 7 - 9 ran around a 2 or 2.5km
circuit in very wet and muddy conditions, but all said
they enjoyed it and would do it again! A huge well

done to them all, they were superstars.
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MULTI SKILLS FESTIVAL

Leaders from Years 8 and 9 ably and enthusiastically
led the activities, ensuring the young children enjoyed
themselves, whilst learning some new skills. It was the
Year 8 young leaders’ first experience of working at a
primary school festival, but they managed the
responsibility very well and although tired at the end,

seemed to enjoy the role.

Pictured are Chiesa supporting the gymnastics activity,
Alfie high five-ing his group for their efforts, Abi
explaining the parachute activity, Leona leading the
bean bag throw activity, Chloe and Lottie observing as

the children play the ‘popping pirates’ game.




OTHER NEWS

SOMERSET

County Council

Community Inclusion &
and Activily Team %

Christmas Half-term .
Monday 19 - Friday 28 December

For ALL children and young people in Somerset with a disability or addltlonal needs
*You DO NOT have to be referred to any service to access these activities, unless otherwise stated.

We are consulting on the 2024 - 2025 admission arrangements. Comments can be submitted by email to

aspeakman@thetauntonacademy.com. The consultation will end on 23rd January 2023 and the final determined

arrangements will be published by 15th March 2023. The 2024 - 2025 admissions policy can be found on our

school website under ‘Admissions’.

Please help us to celebrate the fantastic achievements of our students past and present. If you or someone you
know attended The Taunton Academy and are now doing something our students would find inspiring, let us

know!

From nurses to nail technicians, from joiners to journalists, from musicians to magicians and managers - we'd
love to share your career story with our young people. If you can help, please contact

aspeakman@thetauntonacademy.com A photo of you doing your job would be great, along with a short

explanation of what you do. We'd love to display these around the school to give our students lots of exciting
ideas about their bright futures.






