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ACTING HEAD TEACHER'S MESSAGE

It's been a very busy and satisfying start to the year here at The Taunton Academy. Our wonderful new Year 7
began their secondary school life with courage, humour and enthusiasm; we've really enjoyed welcoming them
and getting to know them all. We've seen them displaying their talents in all sorts of ways already - with

excellent engagement with sports, creative expression in music, drama and art, their first steps in French and

most of all their building of relationships with each other and with staff. VWell done Year 7!

At the other end of the school, we have our Year 11s now a term into their last year. We achieved very pleasing
improvements in the summer GCSE results, so we have high expectations for this year group; who are already
working hard, showing their maturity and commitment. They will soon begin preparing for their mocks in earnest,
supported by excellent resources and a talented staff team. Year 11, stay focused. We have full faith in you!

You'll see from this newsletter that all areas of school life have been in full swing from the beginning of September,
providing our young people with a wide range of experiences, challenges and fun. As always, | am grateful for the
support of all our local families. A strong partnership between home and school is key to our school’s success.

And it wouldn’t be right to finish without a word about our staff. After a term of change and challenge, | remain
so inspired by the commitment of all the staff at the academy. They go the extra mile every day to care for and

educate our students. | know parents will join me in thanking them for all they do.

Mrs L Webber




CODE OF CONDUCT

All staff and students are working together on our new code of conduct, which lays out clearly what we expect
from every member of our community. We've been particularly pleased with all the cheerful “good mornings”

from our students as they come through our gates, ready for a day of high quality learning.
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SCHOOL CODE OF CONDUCT
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Be PUNCTUAL to school and lessons
PREPARED Wear your UNIFORM SMARTLY
Arrive READY and EQUIPPED to LEARN

GIVEITA GO

POSITIVE TRY YOUR BEST

NEVER GIVE UP

CONSIDER the FEELINGS of others
Be HELPFUL

Seek PEACEFUL resolutions

Say PLEASE and THANK YOU
POLITE Say HELLO and GOODBYE

Use APPROPRIATE WORDS

RESPECT

WALK in the corridors
Use INSIDE VOICES in corridors and classrooms
Line-up QUIETLY and give SPACE to others

Only EAT in designated FOOD areas
Put all RUBBISH in the BINS or RECYCLING

LOOK AFTER our SCHOOL buildings and grounds




WELLBEING

We are thrilled to have been commended for outstanding commitment and successes in embedding the Somerset
Wellbeing Framework. The Director of Public Health commented: “Your school has gone the extra mile to make a
difference for your community and we thank you for all that you do in putting wellbeing at the heart of education.”

Read more here:

www.thetauntonacademy.com/somerset-wellbeing-framework/
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OPEN EVENTS

Thank you to everyone who attended our open events - it was wonderful to welcome so many families. Ve had
presentations from Mrs VWebber, who explained the ethos and vision of the school and our focus on high quality
learning for exceptional student progress. Families then toured the school and were able to talk with staff and

students, look at examples of current work and take part in a whole range of activities linked to each subject area.

Staff and students thoroughly enjoyed meeting everyone.

Welcome to the
Science DePal‘tment




YEAR 7 YEAR 8
Rhoda and Mya, who did a wonderful job talking about Lexi B, Jacob C, Georgina R, Ben B and Julia R

their school experience to Year 6 parents on Open Evening.  For a brilliant start to the year. Keep up the good work!




Our first two Wonderwall students this term for English ~ Well done to the following students, who answered more
are Menzi from Year 11 and Ella from Year 7. Both students ~ than 100 questions correctly on their Hegartymaths
have made excellent starts and have impressed their homework. This is used by students at home to practise

teachers with an outstanding work ethic. topics covered in class during the week.

Henry WV, Santiago PB, Declan H, Sophie-Mai W,

Harmonee L and Zofia K

Bertie ond Callum
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Year 7 has been working in groups learning about the life

of the Anglo Saxons before the Norman invasion in 1066.




ENGLISH

We have hit the ground running this year with Year 10 Our two English prefects had their first meeting to discuss
and Year 11 English lessons. Year 10 is currently studying ~ how they can support the work of the English Team.

“A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens, whilst Year 11 We have agreed that Lana and Eimantas will oversee the
has finished reading their GCSE modern text, “An running of the ESU (English Speaking Union), otherwise
Inspector Calls” by |.B. Priestley and are working through ~ known as our Debate Club. Whilst a group of three

Big Questions to help them write exam responses. Year 10 students organise the group’s topics and structure
We have seen beautiful annotations, careful notes and the actual debates, our prefects will guide the team
thoughtful practice responses from both year groups. towards their competitions, including the first heat, which

will take place on Zoom in November.

Year 11
We look forward to having you both with us and are sure
1B, Priestley

yoU'll be a real asset to our extra-curricular activities.

Year 10 has also been busy deconstructing narratives in
order to then construct their own, as part of their
GCSE Language preparation. They have been studying
characterisation, using the short story “The Sniper” by
Liam O’Flaherty.
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Our hardworking Year 7s have been doing some Year 11 GCSE art students have been working on some
outstanding “Thinking Cap” homework. Students were  really inspirational collages and observations so far this
tasked to design a thinking cap and to ask some big term. Very impressive!

philosophical questions. These are some of the best

examples.
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R s B Art student of the month is George M. Proudly showing

his skilful observations in pencil. A fantastic start to his
GCSE course.
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WATER TRIP

A group of Year 10 students had an interesting and informative visit to the Wessex Water treatment plant
near Bridgwater. The visit was part of the South Bristol Youth programme and was our final visit on what has
been a very rewarding programme. The students have learnt about apprenticeship schemes offered by many

different industries, even having a chance to have a go at bricklaying and taking part in a team building day.

In September a group of students went to a presentation morning at the Canalside Conference Centre, to
celebrate the completion of the South Bristol Youth apprenticeship scheme. It was a fantastic morning where
the students listened to speeches, presentations and were each awarded a prize and a certificate for taking
part in the programme. The High Sheriff of Somerset presented the certificates to the students. Parents also
attended this celebration to congratulate the students. It was an excellent event and our students proudly

represented the school, they were a credit to us.




LIBRARY NEWS

We are delighted to have opened a new larger school library this term. It now includes two comfy reading

corners, more computers for students’ homework and room for lessons during tutor time. VWe have a great

selection of books, magazines and other resources available. These can be borrowed for two weeks.

The library is open all day including break and lunchtimes. Students are welcome to study, read, draw, play
chess and other board games. We have a homework club every day after school until 4pm as well as a Young

Writers Club on a Tuesday evening, also until 4pm.

Open evening was a great success with combined English and Library displays in the library with lots of activities,
including selfie book cover photo opportunities and a graffiti wall where visitors could write the titles of their

favourite books.

Year 7 library inductions have just started with students coming to the library with their English class to learn
about how to use its resources. We have now appointed this year’s student librarians including two new seniors
from Year 10. They have arranged a Halloween/autumn bookmark competition, the closing date for entries will

be 17th October with winners announced before we break for half term.




More than 100 students from all year groups turned out for football and hockey practice. Thank you everyone

for your dedication, we're looking forward to a great term of matches.

—— N— Well done Seth P, who won a bronze medal at the

British Taekwondo Association three day event. He was
amongst thousands of athletes from different parts of
the country participating in the sparring competition.
Seth has now been invited to the British Taekwondo
Sports Performance Squad and may represent the

UK in competitions in Europe in the future.

A great start to the season for the Year 7 hockey
team, who had their first CVL fixture at Castle School.
They were very excited on the way there (mainly about
seeing their primary school friends!) and remained
enthusiastic and positive throughout. They played in
two 5-a-side teams (borrowing one player from Castle)
and both teams were unbeaten throughout the
tournament. One team won three games and drew

one, the other won two games and drew two.

Three of our many excellent swimmers, Tilly (Year 7),
Caleb (Year 8) and Reagan (Year 11), were selected by
Taunton Deane Swimming Club to swim for their team
in the National Arena League in Plymouth.They were

competing against teams from the whole of the south
west. Their swimming was brilliant and their team placed

first with a massive score, 45 points ahead of second place.




A new group of Year 8s have started forest school sessions. These provide learning opportunities through
practical activities in an outdoor environment. Students enjoy the freedom to explore and experience the

natural world in all seasons and in all weathers.

It can be personally and socially uplifting, so laying firm foundations for other learning. Unlike other forms
of outdoor education, forest school embraces an approach of nurturing, supporting and developing the
self-esteem of participants. It is an ideal environment in which to develop innovation, problem solving, risk

taking, creativity and teamwork.

Students enjoyed investigating the forest school area and they are looking forward to activities including

den building, fire lighting and whittling.




YEAR 10 CONFERENCE

ast year students who at the time were in year 9 were invited to take part in a research project in conjunction

with Exeter University. They created experiments to see if they could promote an interest in STEM subjects

and healthy lifestyles.

The culmination of this collaboration was a trip to Brussels where they took part in an international academic

conference in Brussels, Belgium.

On the first evening students had true chance to meet other delegates from the Netherlands, Spain, Greece
and Italian whilst experiencing Greek cuisine. On the return from this, students expressed their disappointment

in that they realised they were the only students who weren't bilingual

Students were invited to present at the academic conference in front of their peers from each of the different
nationalities. They each discussed the interventions that they designed, created, and implemented ranging from

healthy eating options and ways to include more exercise into their daily lives.

At the end of the conference there was time for some cultural sightseeing in Brussels visiting both the Grand

Place and the Manneken Pis statue before dinner.

Both staff from Taunton Academy and Exeter University were incredibly impressed and proud of the way that
our students handled themselves taking it upon themselves to consistently initiate communications with the
other students of all nationalities, and especially in the way that they each articulated their points of view on

the rostrum.

ﬁ Participate in one
new sporting activity
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YEAR 6 FESTIVAL

Year 11 young leaders were absolutely brilliant at assisting with the Year 6 festival, attended by seven schools

with a total of 221 children. It was foggy and had rained overnight so we had to adjust some of the rules of
the four sports, but the leaders managed this superbly. Their roles were to manage the 24 teams, officiate and
keep score which they all fulfilled incredibly well, enabling the festival to run smoothy.

| received some great feedback from the primary staff, which is always nice to hear. Several leaders went above
and beyond and deserve a special mention, particularly Holly G. Holly along with Libby, Emily and Ebony assisted
in helping to organise teams and hand out more bibs. Holly also organised the netball very efficiently and the

‘odd job’ leader who | would have struggled to manage without! Ella D was so organised and helpful, Kam R lead
superbly in his first festival and Oliver P was not just a very good leader but was amazing at taking the initiative

when needed.




