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Dear parents/carers,

It seems remarkable that we are at the end of the half term. | realise that it may seem incredibly long having managed yet
more home schooling on top of your own jobs but want to thank you again for all of the supportive messages to staff over the
last few weeks. This newsletter captures the essence of the activities around school and beyond and | am very proud of how
the students are responding to this latest lockdown. We are waiting for the government’s decision around the exam season
for Year 11 this year which is so important to them and will share details once they are known.

On Monday 22nd February we have been promised an update about what will happen nationally including the re-opening
of schools. Again, | will write to you with an update as soon as we know more. What we do know is that there is no plan for
schools to return before the 8th March. As such, it is so important that students are doing all they can to access their lessons
and stay in contact with their teachers. We are looking at attendance figures for online learning and are delighted that the
vast majority are accessing their lessons. The half term is a chance for students to have a complete break from studies and
there are suggestions about wellbeing activities later in this newsletter.

There are lots of reasons to feel positive about the future and | am more confident than ever that together we will support
the students and guide them to success. We look forward to welcoming them back as soon as we can.

[k mr g Eddy
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Some super homework by Isabelle for Year 7 French, on her favourite school uniform.

Je porte urll i}ul{l blanc,
Je aussi porte un gilet fonce blew, lumiere bleu et un trés lumiere péche
Perso [adore los coubours.

Aver une jupe plissee blanc
Et les collants noir.

h Jé porte des chalssures nair facie.
i

|e parte un pole blanc.
Aviec une crivate bleu sous le pullover bleu
jE POrTe in pancorn moir e oes chaussures acile, noir

Isabelle Lee

Our Year 8s and 9s are currently studying Anne Frank’s Diary. Here is a poignant piece of writing by Kloe, which also marked
Holocaust Memorial Day today.

e

Dear Kitty,

I'm Anne, Anne Marie Frank and | am currently in the annex. You won't know what that is just
yet but | hope my story is safe with you.

Wa were living in sweet, loving family home peacefully before WW2 started. You see, my family
and | are Jewish and as you are probably starting to realise, being Jewish means that we
definitely do not have the same privileges. This makes things twice as hard considering we are
also experiencing the terrors of WW2.

| had many friends and many opportunities being one of the favourited students, but it all
changed one day with a knock on the door. | thought it was the boy | hoped to spend the rest
of my life with 50 | sent my sister to answer (50 that | wouldn't seem to eager) but it was
mother. We were planning on leaving extremely soon but it had to be now! We were going into
hiding and we could not make it obvious so | had worn layers of clothes and stuffed my school
bag but we were not allowed to take our cat, | loved him so much, | couldn't bear the thought
of lasing him let alone my family.

Well Kitty, we arrived. The annex was above father’s offices so we had to make our way in
silently and stay quiet until noon when the workers were on their lunch break and after that
again until 5:30. Mother and Margot were still in shock - especially Mother: we knew that we
just had to let her calm down,

Eventually, Margot became sick and luckily one of our closest friends offered to do our grocery
shop and collect her medicine. It was an absolute delight to see her when she dropped the
medicine off.

As she was about to leave they was a knock at the door. We couldn’t have been caught
already, right? We sighed in relief to see that it wasn't anything to worry about. Someone had .

just installed a bookcase over the door so that there was no suspicion that we were up here in
the annex...
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Maisie, Emilia, Maddie and Paige
in Year 11 decided to have a “cake
off” competition, with the results
voted for on Facebook. They
certainly looked very impressive
and delicious! Maisie’s mum told
us: “The girls are 16 years old and
have really gone out of their comfort
zones to do something fun and
different with their day! For some
this is the first time they’ve ever
baked a cake!”

Mr Kerr has held a prize draw every week for 100% attendance in online lessons in Year 8. Congratulations to these winners of a £5
voucher: Joe, Kira and Grace.

Ms Dillitstone was impressed with the comments made at the first Critical Thinking Club. They did the “Trolley Problem”, students
engaged in some fabulous philosophical thinking.
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This year we had two teams entering the English Speaking Union (ESU) public speaking competition. It was very different as it was
hosted online by the ESU. Preparations for the event were fantastic with both teams attending online practise sessions to hone
their skills as they went up against teams from Taunton School, and local grammar schools. They was assisted by the wider Public
Speaking group of Elijah Chis, Shannon Bradner and Emilly Hardie, whose support is so important.

Chair — Ella / Questioner — Chris Chair - Harry / Questioner — Mason

Speaker - Alexia, who chose from the list of topics: “I never
paint dreams or nightmares; | paint my own reality” (Frida
Kahlo). She explored the effects of an individual’s limitations
and aspirations on a person’s success and considered who
sets the measure of success.

Results - they were fantastic. Alexia’s speech was confident
and articulate. Ella won Best Chair, Chris won Best Questioner

Speaker - Alex (hotly contended by Tommy) — speaking on
the topic ‘Should schools abolish exams’ . He will discuss

the flawed system of external assessment and consider the
emotional effects on students whilst considering what could be
a more effective methodology.

Results - they did a very good job for their first year of
competition. Alex was questioned by Taunton School on his

(both for the second time) and this team is through to the
regional finals in March.

speech and responded well. Harry set a welcoming and friendly
tone for the final presentation of the evening. Mason dealt with
technical issues and managed to ask interesting questions.
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Mrs Parr has produced a very helpful a screen colour change feature
crib sheet to support students with  which is very useful for students
literacy difficulties at home, usinga  with visual stress.

relatively new feature to Microsoft
called Immersive Reader. This will
help them access some of the
trickier reading content. It also has

PROGRANME

All students should have received
an exercise book by post, to help
support their remote learning.
Included in this pack for Years
8,9, 10 and 11 are also some
resources from Team English to
support the live lessons. There

is no expectation for students to
read new material in advance.

Students are welcome to join

—— the free ‘Get Ahead’ catch up
CE sessions, hosted by Bridgwater

& Taunton College. They’re open

Wellsprings Leisure Centre is hosting the Jump Start Club. It
provides weekly activity sessions in a supported environment
where young people who are struggling in their lives can feel
e safe and valued.

to all pupils in Somerset in Years
9-11. Here are details of the

current subjects, including new
Spanish and History, running up A challenge for you to try at home during lockdown, from the

to Easter. PE Department. How about learning to juggle this week?!

Please see the website to join: https:/www.sasp.co.uk/
community-resilience.

https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvxfXEHML4s
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Mr Bernard and his family helpers
delivered food hampers and laptops

to families in January. Thank you for
their efforts, we know they were very
gratefully received. Our canteen has
now been converted into a Covid
testing station. Staff are trained and
completing regular testing every day for
those in school. :
Priorswood Good Neighbours are volunteers serving the community. They can help with collecting prescriptions, shopping,
regular phone calls etc. You can contact them through their Facebook page, by telephone on 01823 212007 or email:
priorswoodcommunity@hotmail.com.

Wellsprings Coronavirus Community Help Group was set up to help
people in the Wellsprings area of Taunton who are isolated at home in
the current Coronavirus outbreak. Leave a message if you can offer help
by doing leaflet drops, chatting to people on the phone, doing shopping,
collecting prescriptions or posting mail. Or leave a message if you need
help with any of these things. revtiff@live.co.uk tel 07896677998

SCHol Tech is a local charity which provides laptops for school children, Got a concem?
you can apply directly to it for help. It takes older computers, refurbishes
them and then donates them to families in need of extra technology. .':.'.'.:'.:.'.'.f,' O —
Donations and volunteers are also welcome too!
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https:/www.schol.tech/ P s s ey T

The school nurse team continues to support students and students 7 e 1 OT4B0 R3I5 515
can contact the team by sending a text message to ChatHealth 07480 635516 e - a i -
07480635516, parents can also contact the school nurse via ChatHealth
07480635515.
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We are committed to supporting the emotional health and wellbeing of all students and staff. During

by | R
this time of lockdown students can still contact their tutor or year leader via email or a telephone call to y |
school. Wellbeing Challenges
Week 4
Online support is also available from: http:/www.kooth.com/ Childrer's Mental Hea.;ewm.gxp,ess Yourself
Free, safe & anonymous online support: https:/youngminds.org.uk/ e E—
) ) Do g i e e g s s
Advice and mental health support for young people. They also have a parent helpline. Call for free e ettt

08088025544, Mon — Fri 9:30 — 4pm, https:/www.childline.org.uk/
Advice, support & resources : https:/www.winstonswish.org/

Winston Wish bereavement support for children and Young People.
Freephone National Helpline on 08088020021 Mon to Fri 9:00am — 5:00pm
Further Information about wellbeing can be found on our website in the remote learning area.

Every week we have Wellbeing Challenges, students are encouraged to take part and then discuss With s s s s

their tutor in their weekly Character Education. This week’s challenges are all linked to Children Mental

Health Week and assembly will also link with this theme, students will be sent the link to watch.

We have also added a booklet to our website from the SHARE team called ‘Managing Mental Health & Wellbeing at Home', the
booklet suggests seven ways to support your wellbeing at home.

We hope you all enjoy getting creative, as you find new ways to look after your wellbeing.

In partnership with Somerset Skills & Learning, Young Somerset is hosting a series of free online workshops to give families the right
tools and advice to be able to support their wellbeing during lockdown.

The course includes four consecutive two hour sessions and will take place weekly on Monday evenings 18:00-20:00. This is a rolling
course, the first will begin on Monday 1st February and will be repeated monthly until July. https://bit.ly/3cf5EuU

Somerset’s School Aged Immunisation Nursing Team (SAINT) was due to visit the academy within the coming weeks to deliver the
Year 9 HPV vaccinations (1st dose) and Year 10 Men ACWY/DTP. However, due to the national lockdown, this will no longer be going
ahead.

Somerset SAINT has asked us to let you know it will be holding community sessions over the coming weeks for all Year 9 and Year
10 students with outstanding vaccinations. A member of its team will call parents directly to arrange an appointment. (Please note this
may be from a withheld number.) If you have any questions, please call the team on 0300 323 0032.

http://www.somersetft.nhs.uk/saints-school-age.../
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Next Steps South West has a parent information webinar on 24th Feb at 7pm.

Link to the registration page:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lets-talk-about-higher-education-parent-information-webinar-tickets-137757828373.

National Careers Week is 1st - 6th March and a free guide has been compiled outlining vocational options after GCSE and sixth
form. It's a great resource to give parents more information about non academic routes to careers.

Click here to download your free copy

Bridgwater & Taunton College has a few events running this month which may be of interest to Year 10 and 11 students.

Creative Arts - \Wednesday 17 February 9am - 2pm

Are you in Year 10 or 11 and interested in studying creative arts
at college? We're running a fun day of virtual taster sessions to
give you a feel for what studying with us would be like. There
will be live one hour taster sessions in Art & Design, Production
Arts, Performing Arts & Dance, Photography, Music, Media,
Animation, Fashion Business. You can choose to attend one or
multiple sessions throughout the day. Registration is essential

for this event.
https://www.btc.ac.uk/.../creative-arts-online-taster.../

Catering - Thursday 18 February 2021 10am - 4pm

Whilst we're unable to welcome you to a traditional taster session,
i we'd love you to make something at home that we make every day
at The Quantock Restaurant. Throughout the year, we welcome
thousands of guests and serve each a handmade bread roll, so

i we get pretty good at making them! Use our video and recipe
sheet to create your own version, and feel free to add ingredients
you like such as pesto, sun dried tomatoes, or freshly cooked
crispy bacon. Watch as student Charlotte shows you some

i basic techniques to get you started, then once your bread is out
of the oven, share your results with us via our Facebook page.

Registration is essential for this event..

https:/www.btc.ac.uk/events/catering-online-taster-session/

OTHER NEWS |

If you need to apply for
settled (or pre-settled)
status to continue to
live and work in the UK
after June 30th 2021,
Diversity Voice offers
free help to applicants
in any language.
euss@diversityvoice.
org.uk or 0300 075
0105 105, gov.uk/
eusettlements

EU Settlement Scheme
It's time to apply
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The donations at
Christmas this year
surpassed any

other year and three
charities benefited

from the kindness of
staff, students and
parents. Warm items,
toiletries and some non
perishable food went to
two different homeless
charities, including “Arc”.
Non perishable food
went to the Taunton
Food Bank and toys
and gifts went to the
Salvation Army.

A huge thank you

to everyone who
contributed, it was
appreciated by many.

Ms Roulston
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The Pearson National Teaching Awards are the ‘Oscars’ of the teaching profession. They are open for students, parents and staff to
recommend a teacher. If you feel a member of our staff deserves national recognition please see this link: https://bit.ly/3sevIRY
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The Young Songwriter 2021 competition is open for entries — a fantastic opportunity for musical and creative pupils. https:/comm.
education.co.uk/educationcompany6lz/Iz.aspx?p1=MtGDU4NjYONTgzUzY3NTE6OTJGQjFDNjNCRKNDMTdGRDdBRTQzMUM5

MjQ1OUNEMzg%3d-&CC=&p=0

Please remember we are a nut free school.




