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This half term has flown by and once again the newsletter captures the successes achieved by our students in
that time. Celebration assemblies, sports festival leadership, primary link mentoring, student voice partnership
work and our winners in the recent Pride of Somerset Awards. More examples of high achieving students

across all year groups and we are very proud of them.

The Year 11s have already gone through two weeks of exams and have been brilliant. They have coped with
the pressure and are taking the opportunities for final revision and most are still managing to smile as well! To

Year 11 parents, keep encouraging and cheering for them.

We are looking carefully at attendance and will be sending letters to some families where we are concerned
about lower levels of attendance. So much time has been lost during the pandemic that further absence really
must be kept to a minimum. Please do all you can to make sure that your child is in school every day so that

we can help them to achieve their very best.

Next half term will see end of year assessments in all year groups, sports day, work experience for Year 10
and we will also welcome our new students, currently in Year 6, on their transition days. Schools are many

things but they are never dull!

Thank you for your continuing support of our school community.

Mr ] Eddy




YEAR 7

Year 7 students of the week are: Poppy F, Daisy S,
Emily W, Liam M and Bella S. Awarded for an excellent

return to school this term.

YEAR 8

Year 8 Subject Award winners: Poppie P, Jimmy W,
Vanessa K, Alfie A, Tyler A, Amelia M, Darcy G, Ollie D,
Corey C, Lily W-R, Max |, Dotty F, Travis B, Lucy T,
Mia, Hayden C, Patricia M, Noah G, Joe H, Sophie L.

Special Commendation Award to Joe H for resilience,

enthusiasm and dedication in all subjects.

YEAR 9

Certificates were awarded for success in a range of
categories to pupils in Year 9. These included Subject

Certificates and Top Ten Merits.

Tutor Group Award - 9AKH. Inter House Trophy - INHA.
Special Commendation - Harrison B. Respect Award - Eli B.

Integrity Award - Keiron V. Aspiration Award - Ida N.

A group of Year 9 students took part in a Barclays Life
Skills Programme. This consisted of six sessions, ending
in the presentation of a certificate in recognition of

their learning and commitment.

During the programme they developed their employability
skills for the workplace; such as teamwork, communication,
confidence and creativity, as well as setting goals for the

world of work.

YEAR 10

Year 10 Celebration Award winners.

School values:

Aspiration — Molly K, Emma B, Nina N, Jess A, Jack K J.
Integrity — Leo S, Atlanta P, Ella D, Kian |S, Ella D, Evie C.

Respect - Keely C, Marcel, Miles C, Louie W, Dan B,
Harry T.

Year 10 Learning and Excellence Awards.

Ryan - Aspiration: for positive attitude to learning and

good attendance.

Maisy - Aspiration: for excellent effort in lessons and

positive attitude to learning.

Eimantas - Aspiration: for positive attitude to learning

and good attendance.

Mia - Integrity: for excellent contribution in lessons,

always looking smart and being kind to others.

Henry - Aspiration: for excellent effort in lessons and

a positive attitude to learning.

George - Integrity: for an excellent contribution in

lessons and being a good citizen.




2021-2022
Winner

loe is a fantastic student who positively contributes
to discussions in the classroom. He is polite and

kind to others and makes great effort in his lessons.
Well done! Miss King
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Poppy is dedicated to her work in lessons, always
engaging with the class discussions and providing
thoughtful answers. She focuses well in class and
has made good progress in her English writing and
reading skills this year. Well done! Miss Logsdon

I
I

Brandon is extremely hard working in English
lessons. He has very imaginative ideas which he
readily shares with the class, along with his good
sense of humour. He is also polite and well
mannered at all times. Well done! Miss King

Awarded for excellent effort and knowledge in
English lessons, laik is always ready with an
insightful and thoughtful answer. He encourages
the class (including myself) to think outside the
box. Well done! Miss Keywood



TAUNTON OPEN DOOR

The Student Council has been busy organising donations for our school partner charity, Taunton Open Door.

We have been collecting hoodies and trainers for people who are without accommodation. A Taunton Open
Door representative visited the school to talk to the School Council about the provision it offers local homeless

people. Our students were very engaged in the presentation about the work the charity does.

We now have a small group of volunteers ready to help prepare food for the meals. We are very proud of our

students for showing kindness and understanding to the needs of the local community.




PRIDE OF SOMERSET YOUTH AWARDS®
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We are very proud of those students who were recognised in the Pride of Somerset Youth Awards in May.

Year 11’s Liam F was highly commended for his work in mental health and recently co-chaired a professionals

meeting with the NHS and local government. Year 10’s Reagan G won for his success with swimming, having
gained medals in the Swim Wales Winter Nationals - fighting off tough competition. Reagan has been selected

for the English Regional Schools Team.

Miles C in Year 10 won his category for raising money for cancer charities. Miles raised funds for the Little
Princess Trust, a charity providing wigs for children who have lost their hair because of cancer treatment.

Miles cut off his very long and much prized hair to reach out and empathise with children affected by cancer.

Miles Chiplen

war

WINNER

www.thetauntonacademy.com/pride-of-youth-winners/
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We were delighted that a group of Year 7s and several
outstanding Year 9s were selected for publication in
the “Empowered” anthology, which encourages young
people to share their feelings about our world. With
subjects ranging from climate change to Covid 19, and
invisibility to inspiration, we are proud of the passion

these young people have shown.

Year 9s: Dylan C, George M, Max H, Toby R.

Year 7s: Amber S, Charlotte M, Eleanor M, Esme M,
Georgina R, Jonathan B, Kodie N, Liam M, Lily-Diana C,
Max S, Mia H, Oliver W, Owen O, Raoul P, Rohan S,
Skye S, Tia T.

| POETRY COMPETITION FOR
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QUEEN'S CANOPY

The Taunton Academy has joined the Royal British Legion Industries (RBLI) for the Queen’s Green Canopy Project.

This is a unique tree planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022, with organisations,

local authorities, schools and individuals across the country being invited to ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’.

On Friday 13th May Head Teacher John Eddy and Forest School Leader Tamara Dixon led a special planting
ceremony, along with Rebecca Pow MP and her assistant Michael Asher. Mrs Pow said: “l was proud to unveil
the hazel tree planted for the Queen’s Canopy with the British Legion. VWhat a wonderful Forest School at
The Taunton Academy.”

RBLI representatives were Des Wilson, Bob Trickey, Martin Hughes, Roger Prince, Sylvia Prince. Representative

from the Pastor Team was Marilyn Gibson. The trumpeter was Luis Martelo, who played the national anthem.
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www.thetauntonacademy.com/queens-canopy-project/




FESTIVAL LEADERS

Our brilliant Year 8 leaders assisted with the Year 1
Festival. It was their first experience as young leaders
and they all rose to the challenge - leading with
enthusiasm, professionalism and energy, ensuring the
young children enjoyed themselves, learned new skills

and were safe.

A special mention goes to Mylie C and Lily M for
taking on the extra meet and greet role as the schools

arrived. Many others also asked if they could help with

any other roles and do anything else at the end, taking

on extra responsibility.
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Years 8 and 9 then assisted with the Reception class
festival. They once again brilliantly rose to the challenge
of working with the children. We received a lot of
positive feedback from various members of the primary
school staff about how well the leaders were coping
with the challenge of teaching new activities and skills

to the young children.

There is nothing like hands-on experience to allow them

to learn and grow as leaders.

It was really lovely to see them grow in confidence and
they all remained as positive and enthusiastic at the end

of the festival as they were at the start.
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Congratulations to the Year 7 and Year 9 students who
have been selected as a Primary Link Mentor to help
welcome our new Year 7s in September. The students
were chosen after a very rigorous application process
that looked at attendance, behaviour and integrity
amongst other attributes. They have been visiting a
range of primary schools in the local area including
Lyngford, Priorswood, Kingston St Mary, Wellsprings

and Cheddon to help support our new students.

We are looking forward to welcoming children, parents
and carers on Thursday 9th June to drop-in and visit
anytime between 4pm — 6pm to hand-in completed
paperwork, have a tour of the building (last tour begins
at 5.30pm) and talk with key staff. Our Transition
Days take place on Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th
July, our Primary Link Mentors will be helping to

welcome Year 6.
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Woofs and hugs went to our school therapy dog Bonzo,
who celebrated his first birthday. He loved the presents

and cards, but wasn’t too impressed with the hat!
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Prom tickets are now available and are £35 each.
This year it will be on Friday 8th July at Taunton School,
6.15pm arrival. You can buy your tickets now on

Parentmail. The closing date is 1st June 2022.
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Sound effects, imagery and a good script - all in the mix
for a hard hitting piece of drama to highlight the realities
and consequences of knife crime with Collaborate
Digital. The project is looking at the issues of safer

streets, unhealthy relationships, violence against women

and girls - creatively talking about solutions.




Many of our Year 11s played for Staplegrove U16s
football team at Taunton Town Football club, in the
League Cup Final. They beat Galmington Dragons 6-0.

Amazing achievement!

Year 10 played a long-awaited basketball match against
Heathfield School. A great team effort led to an amazing
45-9 win. Top scorer was Alfie. Thank you to Ben for
managing the team and to Kye and Josh for running
the table.

Students spent a sunny day at Mendip Activity Centre,
team building as part of Insight into Apprenticeships.
The day was packed full of fun team challenges, archery

and even wild garlic tasting!
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Year 7 had their first rounders tournament for the As we are moving into sunnier weather, please help
district central venue league yesterday, a friendly in our students to have fun in the sun and to be safe.
preparation for the real thing in June. After losing to Apply sun cream, minimum factor 30 before school.
Danesfield and Castle, they improved in each game, Stay hydrated by bringing a refillable bottle into
batting really well and ending up winning their last school (help save the environment too.) Plain black
two games against Heathfield and Bishop Fox’s. Well or navy sports caps can be worn for sport — no logos
done everyone! on them.

If your child is prescribed a reliever inhaler, then we
would ask that one is always kept on their person and
one to be kept in the medical room in case of an
emergency. Please send in two inhalers as soon as
possible. Should you need to contact our

Medical Officer at any time, her email address is:

Lkeattchethetauntonacademy.com




