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“ HEAD TEACHER'S MESSAGE

Once again we reflect on a half term where the pandemic has tried to impact on our work. Staff
absence has certainly made things difficult at times and | am grateful to the teaching staff who have
gone above and beyond their daily duties to cover additional classes. As a result of their efforts we
have not had to close any year groups to remote learning.

Year 11 students will be taking exams this summer, as confirmed by the government. This will be the
first time formal exams have happened since 2019. Some amendments will be made for this year group,
but this is unlikely to happen for subsequent groups. It reminds us that every single lesson in school is
important for all students and | urge them to continue working hard.

We all understand why attendance has been affected for some students this year, but as we move into
the second part of the year it is vital that students are in school. This not only supports their academic
development, but also their emotional development. Anything that you can do to support this is very
much appreciated.

| remain very proud of the students in our school and their achievements. Seeing young people grow
and develop brings us great joy. | hope that you get a sense of that success as you read this latest

newsletter.

Wishing you and your families a peaceful half term break.

Mr J Eddy

We were delighted to hand out 500 certificates to students in recognition of their achievement and
attendance in the autumn term.

o 80 won subject awards for achievement in lessons
o 100+ were recognized for 100% attendance
@ 280 received certificates for zero behavior points

In each year group we recognised the top three achievement point winners, listed below:

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

1st Joshua 1st Scarlett 1st Mason 1st Emma
2’nd Ella 2nd Ava 2nd Max 2nd Ella

3rd Julieanna 3rd Harmonee 3rd Lewis 3rd Leighton
Year 11

1st Alexander

2nd Callum
3rd Maciej
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Year 7
Lenoa for representing the school in sport and trying her hardest. Archie for being helpful in form time.
Charlie for a massive improvement in behavior. Harry for doing excellently in lessons.

Reuben for showing respect and being helpful around school.

Harri, Rosie and Owen




Year 8

Cory and Vanessa for contributions to lessons.
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Year 9
Katie has settled in at the academy really well since joining Divvya and Harry. Both are kind and helpful young people and
us this term. Megan continues to be a hard working pupil are consistently hard working,.

and a role model to others.
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Year 10 Learning & Excellence Awards

Brooklyn — Aspiration: always working hard and Harrison — Integrity: being a smart, helpful and
doing his best in science. enthusiastic member of the tutor group.
Molly — Aspiration: always participating well in tutor

‘s , Jack - R t: bei lite, well d .
activities and receiving a lot of merits. ar €Spect. being a polite, well mannered young man

Teigan — Aspiration: for her hard work supporting year Maisy — Aspiration: for a positive attitude to learning
7 and highest achievement points. and excellent effort.
Libby - Aspiration: attending Elliot - Respect: for a positive attitude to learning and being

both revision sessions and working exceptionally

) : : a good citizen.
hard in preparation for the sport studies exam. J
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Charlie - Aspiration: Excellent maths test results and Oliwier — Integrity: always polite, respectful to others

having a positive attitude to learning. and having a positive attitude to learning.

Mia - Respect: for the role as a wellbeing champion & Sam - Aspiration: excellent classwork, looking smart in his
the positive influences. school uniform and having a positive attitude to learning.
Haydon - Aspiration: Excellent attendance Layla - Aspiration: fabulous effort in lessons and being a
and for his excellent contribution to lessons. good citizen.

Rebecca - Aspiration: for her teamwork and excellent
contribution to lessons.
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Lawson - Aspiration: excellent classwork, having a positive attitude to learning and always trying his best.

Jasmine - Aspiration: excellent effort and contribution in lessons and being a good citizen.

The Taunton Branch final of the ESU public speaking competition

saw us, Taunton School, Millfield School and Ans ford Academy taking

part. This was a tight round with all teams previously qualifying through

a heat. Alasdair was awarded best questioner and the judge was very
complimentary about Evie’s speech content, structure, delivery and response
to questions. A notable mention also to Josh, who stepped in four

hours before the competition as chair. His feedback mentioned he had an
“effective introduction, a reassuring casual and pleasant tone”.

Public speaking club

Are you interested 1n the world
around you?

Do you want to learn how to use
rhetoric to influence an audience?

Do you want to be a more confident
when public speaking?

Public This week’s

Speaking Club Y
Years 7-11 This House

I believes there is
Lunch no place for

DIPARYLRN” . superheroes




We have created a space for Years 7 and 8 to explore their creativity in writing, with the intention of providing a quiet area for
students to come and do their own work. In the first session students were given a picture to build a story around, to demonstrate
their character writing skills and scene setting. The following week we brought in some newspapers for them to cut up and make
stories from. They were then given a series of seven pictures, with seven minutes per picture to build their story. This showed the

students’ real talent and skill.

In weeks to come we will be looking in more detail about the structure of a story and what makes a good narrative, as well as some
journaling for the students’ wellbeing. Ms Councill has kindly gifted each student a pocket size notebook for them to write in when

inspired by something and a folder with their work. We have a display in the library showcasing all the outstanding writing being
produced.

We are extremely proud of the space we have created together and the enjoyment the students experience when they come to
this club. We have some brilliant budding writers!

Miss Keywood

Pictured: AJ with their creation and work by Noah.
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We're proud to announce that 10 of our students have been selected to be published in a young writers’
anthology called Twisted Tales.

Congratulations to:
Year 9: Alexis, Aydeen, Chloe, George M, Max, Jasper, Jess, Tinkerbelle.

Year 7 : Charlotte and Chloe

Picture L-R:
Tink, Jasper and Jess.
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Our five winners from the recent Brunner Creative Writing Competition have been awarded
their official certificates from Richard Huish College.

Our Year 9 winners were: Dishaa, George (pictured),Alexis (pictured)

and Sam, along with Alexander in Year 11. Well done to all.
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Achievement Award 2021
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(The Taunton Acadenny) Brunner Cup
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George Mann

(The Taunton Academy)
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Two of our students have recently joined the Guildhall Young Artists Taunton (GYA Taunton) Performing Arts Centre. Every
Saturday during term time they enjoy music workshops with a range of tutors. Classes include sessions on music production,
rock band, string groups and individual instrument lessons. No previous musical experience is necessary and it's a good way
to access the famous Guildhall School’s world class performing arts training in Somerset.

If anyone is interested in trying out GYA Taunton for themselves then they should get in touch for a free taster session and
find out more at their website gyataunton.org.uk . We're very proud of our students Mason and Mia who are really flying with
their music. They told us about how they are finding their time at GYA Taunton.

Mason in Year 9 said: “I've really loved making friends and learning music, it's given me a lot more confidence and | really
enjoy being part of Guildhall.”

Mia in Year 8 (pictured) said: “GYAT has been a very enjoyable experience and | am very excited about what the future may
hold now. | have always wanted to do something with music but didn’t know where to start. Singing and performing has given
me confidence and | have made a nice friendship group. | really look forward every week to going to GYAT.”
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S =saEsse s  Students from Years 7 to 11 enjoyed a three hour Musical Theatre
Gifted and Talented Workshop, delivered by Somerstage. They
— — 'sang humbers from the hit musical Wicked and learned a dance

| with complementary choreography. All those who took part
'really enjoyed the opportunity.

Some lovely commedia dell’arte masks

made by our Drama pupils in Year 8.

This was a form of Italian popular theatre

in the 18th century which used improvisations
and masks, borrowing stories from classical
literary tradition.




SPORTS

Bl

Our Year 11 football team is through to the semi finals of the
U16English Schools FA Cup, the only school in the south of
England to have qualified. The boys continued their unbeaten
year with notable victories in the national and county

cups. The national cup quarter final saw us beating Gordon's
School from Working, Surrey. Following on from that victory
they dispatched a strong Clevedon School side5-0 to set up a
quarter final game against Nailsea School.

Full match report by Mr Mason here:

https://www.thetauntonacademy.com/tta-into-the-nat...ball-semi-finals/
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Three of our Year 7 students represented Taunton schools in the
County Cross Country Championships at Bancroft Hall. This follows
our success at the area championships. They all ran incredibly well,
finishing in the top 25! In the minor boys race Josh C finished a
brilliant 14th, Jack S was 24th and Miya R Curtis was 22nd in the
minor girls race. Josh has now been selected as a reserve to

represent Somerset at the South West Cross Country
Championships. Well done to all!

The Year 11 boys basketball team played Heathfield School in a friendly game. A fast paced match led to our team taking an
early lead and dominating possession of the ball. A great effort in defense and strong rebounding ensured Heathfield didn't
get a second chance to put their shots up. Jack W dominated the game, scoring the majority of our baskets and leading the

team brilliantly. Thank you to Kye S for running the bench (team manager) and to Jake M and Harry S for doing a superb job

of being the table officials.
Mrs Bird
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Reagan G in Year 10 continues to impress with his swimming achievements. He recently competed in the English and Welsh Winter
National competitions, gaining silver and bronze medals, and has been selected for the Swim Wales Youth Performance Squad. He
achieved multiple medals in the County Championships and in March will be going to Coventry as part of the regional squad for the
English Schools Swimming Association.

As if that were not enough, in April Reagan will be competing in the 200m breaststroke at the British Championships in Sheffield,
which is a qualification event for the World Champs. We are all very proud of him and look forward to hearing about future

achievements. Well done!
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This month'’s safer internet guide focuses on fake news. Internet, social media, mobile apps and other digital communication
technologies have revolutionised people’s personal and working lives, generating significant benefits. They make information
more readily available for people and in ways that were not possible before. However, there is growing concern about people’s
exposure to false or misleading information online and the harm that this might cause to individuals and society.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/login

Al Hational Online Safety we beliave in empowering parents, carers ond educators with the information they need 1o hold on informed convarsation about onlin
safety with thair children, should they feel it :.ru-ndud Pleoss visit nationalonliinesalety. com for further guides, hints and tips furur.l ita
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An up and coming phishing tactic is to send a message to an Instagram user stating that a recent pcrted photo contains copyright
material. In order to appeal you have to click a link in the message, input your username/password and appeal the copyright claim.
At each stage, the message and design is very much Instagram. Once the offender has the user credentials they hijack the account

and demand money.

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and educotors with the information they need to hold an informed conversation
about online salety with their children, should they feal it is nesded. Ploase visit natiohalonlinesatety.com for further guides, hints and tips for odults.
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7. ‘Phishing’ -
Phishing is o form of cyber-attack where If o young person has been the victim of o Atwnrs create a backup of your files to an

: i successiul phishing attempt, hackers: in external hard drive or USE belore any potential
Victims are targeted in the form of spoot access to thelr p-n-mgn al dutﬁuﬂd destroy cug:upk domage or destruction. If you regulml?ﬂp-er!nrrn

emails, Pl"l'ﬂl:\‘ﬂ calls or texts. These are : it. Some hackers may ask for a ransom in arder to backups, you may only have to backup any

commonly carried out by an attacker posing get files back, whilst others may simply destroy It files recently added /updated since the last
as someone else to influence individuals into : or even publish it on the dark web. backup.

giving out sensitive data such as payment : F %
details and passwords. Phishing usually takes

lace via email, where the attacker

manipulates a message to make it appear to :

be from somecne else, therefore deceiving i o hocker can trick children with a phishing ottack, If you think a child has been a torget of o
the victim into doing as they say. Hackers try the chances are that they'll be back for more. They phishing attempt, firstly disconnectthe device

to deceive you into downloading malicious may begin asking for ‘hnrirrihr.-ns' Ininn'nnthln.thu-ﬂ from the network by switching PE:H the W EI;Fi in
i : move on to sensitive inlormation suchas sattings or unplugging the ethemet cable.
(FEIUID G0 I EHY) $0 SXITOCE IYICH [HACeS O} passwords and entry codes. Many phishing attacks Altarnuﬁﬂew find the router and unplug it. This

information ot a time. start with the attacker offering to help the victim will prevent any malware from accessing any
3...:. with a common problem to build enough trust to internel services.
St
"

ask for information such as passwords.

If an attacker manages to successiully execute a Always fﬁr‘lﬂrr‘n regular and full malware
phishing attack on a victim, t have essentially scans; this will check for any potentially
found a ‘way In', or backdoor into their online harmiul programs installed on your computer.
security. Even if they do not notice any changes, Scans are most effective when the antivifus is
the hacker may be menitoring/controlling their up to date so it's crucial to keep on top of the
computer without their knowledge. latest security downloads.

if you're unsure about o message you receive,
don't click any links or follow any instructions.
Check the official websites online and don't
give out any personal information that you
don't need to. Even if the message seems like
it's from someone you know, if anything seems
suspicious, or matches any of the cnteria
above, simply do not open it

Our Expert [ 2
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Emma Davis

cometimes links and attochments aren’t always what they
appear to be and could send you to a site Enmplemr_r different
to what was expected. Hovening over a hyperink will displa r
the actual website. Some links are shortened, so the octua
website address is hidden behind a genenc link, such as
goo.gl/7th28. Never click shortened URLs.

Emima Davs & a oyber security expert and
rormer ICT leacher. She gelvers cuber
awareness lrat g fs] ET-':__:':-:J!"I!';H:'it ons
ralionally and has exiensive inow leagde
and experience ot managdng how chilkdren
Cyber criminals will put fear in their victim's mind in an attempt aCCess services and apps onine

to push them into giving away personal information. They may :

act as if they're trying to help create a lalse sense of ‘trust’ or
pressure users into giving information ‘before it's too late”.
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" Luu receive an email saying you've "Won a new phone’ ora
‘Holiday Abroad, it is likely to be a phishing email. Hockers

=
. e
. S N engineer emnails and tnick targets into believing they ve won
h something, as it puts a false sense of trust towards the hacker.
@
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www.nationalonlinesafety.com Twitter - @natonlinesafety Facebook-/NationalOnlineSafety Instagram - @nationalonlinesafety
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A new online counselling service has just been launched. Details of the Somerset Counselling Youth Access are in the link below.

https://bit.ly/3Hnt65X
The Taunton Academy is a nut free school. Please avoid bringing nuts or nut products into school to protect those with allergies.

NUT-FREE
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