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As we come to the end of the term, we have a chance to reflect on what has happened and what has been achieved. Year 7 
students visited St Andrew’s church for a Christmas Assembly and the Reverend Robin Lodge spoke to the students about 
the nativity story. He focused on the ideas of tolerance, inclusion and kindness saying that everyone has a contribution 
to make to their community. This edition of the newsletter reinforces that and is bursting with great stories across all year 
groups and is a reminder of how hard working and caring the students of the academy are. 

In November the whole school observed the silence for remembrance. This is one of the very few times when the whole 
school physically comes together and served to show how the students do think of others. It was observed with great 
respect and is one of my highlights of the term. 

Staff and students alike have suffered with absence caused by Covid and I hope that this will improve as we move into 
January. It is important to keep testing over the holiday period and we will conduct an on site lateral flow test for students 
before they start back to lessons in the new year. Details have been shared in a separate letter. 

I wrote to you a few weeks ago asking for parental feedback on the website Parentview. This is always available but the 
information is very useful for us to see how we can improve our work. We are also still looking for parents to join the 
governing body of the school. If you are interested and would like to find out more about the role then please have a look at 
the information letter we sent out. 

Christmas is also a time of goodbyes and new beginnings. Mr Marshall will be leaving us to take up a post at Kingsmead 
School in January. I am grateful for his hard work which has seen the school improve and wish him every success for the 
future. In January, we will welcome Mr Reynolds who will be joining the leadership team as my second Deputy Headteacher. 

I wish you a safe and peaceful Christmas period and as always thank you for your support.  

Mr J Eddy 

HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE

Merry Christmas from Bonzo and all of us at The Taunton 
Academy, we hope you all have a lovely relaxing holiday break.

Illustration by Tilly in Year 7



Year 7

Max, Chloe, Indie, Harri, Lucy. Sophie, Joshua, Sophie. Alexa, Ellie, Ruby. Jonathon, Jacob, Raul, Sebastian, Bella.

Year 10 

Skye - Aspiration: building up courage 
and resilience in school and joining the 
hockey team.

Henry - Aspiration: excellent effort and 
always doing his best.

Eduard – Aspiration/integrity: positive 
contribution and respectful to all.

Kurtis – Aspiration: excellent effort in 
lessons.

Daniel – Aspiration: for always being 
kind and helpful.

Leighton - Aspiration: positive 
attitude to learning and having high 
achievement points.

Sophie - Aspiration/Integrity: regularly 
has highest merits in tutor group, 
positive contributions in school and 
being a good citizen.

Jessica - Aspiration: for her participation in the ESU Churchill Public Speaking 
Competition. She started confidently and worked hard to introduce and 
summarise the session she chaired.

Alasdair - Aspiration: for his participation in the ESU Churchill Public Speaking 
Competition. He made a great impression as a very confident questioner.

Evie - Aspiration: for her participation in the ESU Churchill Public Speaking 
Competition, being brilliant in responding to any of the questions that were 
given to her.

Maddison - Aspiration: for having a 
positive attitude to learning.

Chloe - Aspiration: for excellent effort 
in the classroom.

Louie - Aspiration: for having a 
positive attitude to learning and for 
excellent effort.

Year 9

Alexis, Tink and Keely. All three are 
consistently hard working at school and 
their tutors are proud of the example they 
set to others.

Ryan and Cailey for excellent 
contributions to their tutor groups and 
classes this term.

James and Mona, for making a lot of 
effort in their lessons and being very 
friendly members of Year 9.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Ethan - Aspiration: consistently trying his best 
and excellent contribution to lessons.

Callan - Aspiration/integrity: positive attitude 
to learning and being a good citizen.

Menzi - Aspiration: excellent contribution 
in lessons and having a positive attitude to 
learning.



WELLBEING CHAMPIONS

WONDERWALL WINNERS

Congratulations to those students who have recently been appointed as wellbeing champions. They have completed their 
training and been awarded with certificates and badges. As wellbeing champions they will help promote positive wellbeing in 
their tutor groups and throughout the school.

These students who have been nominated in English for their excellent contributions this term. Each young person has been 
gifted a small prize and has the honour of being included on our Wonderwall display in the English Department.

Year 7 - Harrison, Hali, Oscar, Lillie, 
Poppy, Jack, Ace, Esme.

Year 9 - Harrison, Sam, Alex, Carter, 
Ellen, Roxy.

Year 10 - Teigan, Menzie, Mia, Alissa, 
Jasmin, Atlanta, Chloe.

Year 11 - Elsie, Cassie, Tom, Ben, 
Josh, Logan

Year 8 - Elissa, Melissa, Hayley, Ollie, Patricia, Joseph, Addison, Karina.

Jack

Yr. 11

Jack has been working hard in lessons this year to show 
what he can achieve in his English GCSE assessments. 
He is engaged well in the learning and contributes 
positively to the lessons. He is a joy to teach! 
Well done, Jack! - Mrs Jones

Jasmin
Yr.10 

Jasmin has been incredibly supportive of her fellow 
classmates. Whilst another student has been off school, 
she has written up notes from class so they can easily 
catch up. Jasmin is also dedicated to her own learning 
and has shown excellent effort so far in Y10.
Proud of you Jasmin - Mrs Jones

Oscar
Yr. 8 

Oscar is a positive and hard-working person who is 
always ready to learn. He asks thoughtful questions 
and contributes to the positive classroom 
atmosphere. Well done! From, Miss King.

Jack
Yr. 7 

Jack works hard in English lessons and has written a 
wonderful poem called ‘Jungle City’ that is 
thoughtful and well constructed.
Well done! From, Miss Keywood.

Bertie and Callum
Yr. 11 

These two cheerful individuals bring absolute joy to 
the English team every morning. They are both 
working hard towards their GCSEs and we wish you 
both all the best. Best of luck gents! Team English.

Joshua
Yr.7  

Josh wrote an excellent letter for his first English 
assessment proving himself to be a gifted writer. 
He regularly contributes to lessons and has always 
shown an enthusiasm for learning no matter what 
the lesson is about. Well done! Mrs Collin

Mason
Yr.11  

Mason scored perfect marks in our Y11 BIG QUIZ 
for Literature. He took part with team mate Alex 
after facing tough competition from an all girl Year 
11 team. Well done! Enjoy your Nandos voucher

Alex
Yr.11  

Alex scored perfect marks in our Y11 BIG QUIZ for 
Literature. He took part with team mate Mason 
after facing tough competition from an all girl Year 
11 team. Well done! Enjoy your Nandos voucher!



QUIZ REWARDS

CAKE CLUB

Team English hosted a BIG QUIZ on the GCSE Literature content needed for their mocks and 
examinations. Year 11 students revised their knowledge over the half term break, formed teams 
and took part in the BIG QUIZ over a lunch time. Our winning pair out of 10 hopeful teams was 
Alexis and Mason, who scored perfect marks and performed exceptionally well in the tie breaker 
questions. Their prize: a Nandos food voucher!

This year’s Years 7 and 8 Christmas Cake Club saw 20 students making their creations, adding marzipan and then icing 
them over three weeks. It was very busy but the students worked brilliantly, helping each other to complete their excellent 
contributions. We’re sure their families really appreciated their hard work! Huge thanks also to Ms Darnell our Food Technician, 
who stayed late to help out.

ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION

BRUNNER PRIZE

Our two teams were drawn against Taunton School for the first ESU Churchill Public Speaking Competition heat online. Evie was 
the first speaker and she was brilliant in responding to any of the questions that were given to her, so it was disappointing that 
she wasn’t awarded Best Speaker of the evening! 

Alasdair made a great impression as a very confident questioner. Jess started confidently and worked hard to introduce and 
summarise the session she chaired. Tommy made an emotive plea that we should look after natural beauty over the pursuit of 
energy resources. He fielded questions well. 

Josh did a fantastic job of closing the event as the final chairperson. He included a personal touch ab Christmas Wellbeing Plannerout 
how, as an autistic young person, he felt represented in the speaker’s discussion. Alex, as ever, demonstrated his intelligence as he 
questioned the speaker. 

So at the end of the first heat Year 10 is through to the next local round. Well done Jess, Evie and Alasdair. All six of our students 
were brilliant and the Taunton School teacher complimented their performances. 

Next heat here we come!

Ms Lam

English students impressed the judges in the annual Brunner Cup Competition for original writing. This year we had five students 
shortlisted, with a range of engaging stories on the theme of ‘generation’. They were are a credit to the school and their teachers 
Miss King and Mrs Jones, who coached them through the process as they submitted drafts of their work.

The five shortlisted students were: Dishaa (Year 9), Alex (Year 9), Alexis (Year 11), George (Year 9) and Sam (Year 9). George was 
awarded ‘highly commended’ by the judges and congratulations go to Sam who wrote a short story called “An Inheritance”, 
earning him third

place overall - beating off tough competition from many other local schools.



Year 9’s Christmas Cooking Club ran three sessions for 16 students after school making chocolate truffles, gingerbread and 
Christmas crinkle cookies. It was lovely to see some of our older students back in the Food Room after missing out practical lessons 
due to the pandemic. They worked brilliantly and now have some delicious treats to share with their families over Christmas!

Remembrance

The whole school took part in Remembrance Day on 11th November. Our students in the cadets joined Mrs Dixon and Mr Evemy 
for the last post. The minutes silence was observed immaculately.

MRS FARAGHER

CHRISTMAS ASSEMBLY

On Monday 6th December Year 7 walked to St Andrew’s Church for their Christmas assembly. It was led by the Rev Robin 
Lodge and each tutor group contributed with either a reading or a carol. It was a very special time together in the beautiful 
setting of St Andrew’s. The theme of the assembly was ‘At the Heart of Christmas’. Each group had created a collage about 
what is at the heart of their Christmas and these were displayed around the church. I wonder what is at the heart of yours?



Christmas Wellbeing Planner 

 

Things I would like to do over the Christmas break: 

 

 

 

People I would like to spend time with: 

 

 

I am going to look after myself by: 

 

 

The things I enjoy doing the most at Christmas are: 

 

 

I am going to spend my time relaxing by: 

 

 

If I begin to feel overwhelmed, I am going to: 

 

 

Helpline numbers & websites 

Childline 08001111 Samaritans 116 123 Somerset Mindline 01823 276 892 Websites Kooth www.kooth.com     YoungMinds  www.youngminds.co.uk 

 

In preparation for the upcoming festivities, KS3 have been 
making hanging paper stars on Tuesday lunchtimes. The first 
stages have involved choosing and researching an artist to 
inspire their star, choices ranged from icons such as Vincent 
Van Gogh, to leading contemporaries like Yayoi Kusama. 
Students painted their stars, whilst others continued to develop 
work in their sketchbooks.

Thank you so much to everyone for all of the fantastic and 
generous donations of gifts for our Sparkle Appeal. This 
goes to show how generous and fantastic the staff and 
students are at this school. We are proud and blessed to be 
part of such a brilliant team. 

For those students who are anxious about Christmas or struggling with their mental health, we have a wellbeing planner they 
can complete. It will help them focus on what they would like to do, how they will look after themselves and where to get help if 
needed. They can also colour in the tree. I have also included details of support available over the holidays.

Wishing you all hope, joy, love and peace this Christmas.

Mrs Vercoe

School Chaplain



INTENSE DRAMA

MARVELLOUS

WELLBEING AWARD

Year 11 GCSE Drama students who performed four excellent 
pieces of devised theatre to an audience of Year 9s. They 
created their own plays about fame, equality, marriage and 
schizophrenia. This was the first inter year performance day 
within school since the start of the pandemic and all students 
rose to the occasion despite the lack of performance 
opportunities over the last year. The photo was taken at 
the end of the performances, following two days of intense 
rehearsals and excellent teamwork.

Mr Kerr

We are very pleased to announce that The Taunton Academy 
has received a Wellbeing Award for Developing a Sense 
of Belonging, as part of our work to adopt a whole school 
approach to wellbeing. 

The Somerset Wellbeing Framework Quality Assurance Group 
assessors commented: “We enjoyed seeing all the hard work 
you have done in improving wellbeing for your school and 
that you have established a wellbeing action group. We were 
particularly pleased to view your weekly wellbeing challenges 
and the variety of activities these included. 

“It was wonderful to view your welcoming video which shares 
your students voices and views and supports students and 
families transitioning to your school. Thank you again for sharing 
all your fabulous work and well done on all your progress!”

Our Director of Inclusion SENCo, Mrs Mellish, said: “We are 
delighted to accept this award as it underpins all the hard 
work we have been doing to promote positive mental health 
and wellbeing in not just our young people but staff as well.”

This is to certify that  
Public Health has awarded

Trudi Grant
Director of  

Public Health    

Cllr Clare Paul
Cabinet Member for Public Health 

Wellbeing and Climate Change

Julian Wooster
Director of  

Children’s Services

Pillar of Belonging
In  

The Somerset Wellbeing Framework 2021
Committed to promoting a whole setting approach to wellbeing

Everyone is very proud of Mia in Year 10, who has cut her long hair to help the Little Princess Trust. The charity provides real hair 
wigs for children and young people affected by cancer and other diseases, it currently supplies more than 150 wigs every month.

Mia says: “I wanted to donate my hair to charity as I understand that it must be extremely hard for the children going through 
cancer to lose all their hair and identity. The minimum amount of hair you can donate is seven inches, which will be enough to 
restore a child’s sense of belonging and help them feel more confident in their everyday appearance. I love my hair and wanted 
other young children to feel the way I do every day in school.”

So far Mia has raised £235 plus £47 in gift aid, through the generosity of friends, family and staff at The Taunton Academy. It costs 
£550 to make, fit and style each real hair wig.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cathy-chiplen



SPORTS NEWS

A beautiful crisp autumn day saw our Year 11 football team embark on this season’s first round of the FA Schools Cup. We 
had been drawn against our close neighbours and rivals Taunton School as the boys endeavoured to match last year’s Year 11 
heroics, which had set the standard by reaching the last eight of this national competition contested by more than 200 schools.

By the time the final whistle was blown we were left victorious with a resounding 10-2 scoreline. It had been a pleasure to watch 
and a testament to the endless commitment of these players to training and the team they play for.

Full match report: www.thetauntonacademy.com/matchreport/

Our football teams continue to be unbeaten in all years and in all competitions, 
having completed another round of fixtures in the past two weeks. The Year 
8s followed up a fantastic 5-3 victory over Swanmead in the National Cup with 
another 5-2 win this week against Dawlish Community College.

Full match report: www.thetauntonacademy.com/matchreports/

The Year 9 hockey team had their second fixture of what has sadly been 
another Covid hit season last night. They arrived at Castle School a little 
complacent after beating Courtfields 8-0 back in September, but soon realised 
it wasn’t going to be as easy this time!

Full match report: www.thetauntonacademy.com/year-9-hockey-match-report/

The boys hockey team went to Castle School for a fixture. 
We have been playing hockey in lessons, as part of the 
curriculum, so we thought it would be nice to let them 
experience a proper match and they loved it. They also won 
3-1! This was only seven a side but they are now keen to 
play a full 11 a side match next term. Well done to everyone, 
especially to Amel who scored a hat-trick! 

At the same time the Year 8s also played a seven a side game 
in the other half of the pitch. They battled very well but although 
they were drawing 1-1 at half time, Castle found their form in 
the second half and ended up winning 4-1. Hayley led the team 
superbly and it was due to her determination and enthusiasm 
for the game that we managed to field a team. She has been the 
only Year 8 girl who has regularly attended training.

Inter tutor group competitions. Our sports reps organised the teams with Alfie K, Oliver P, Leo S and Will S officiating. Years 7, 8 and 9 
participated and the students competed with enthusiasm, commitment and great team spirit



Improving
      LIVES

Saturday 18 December
Community Inclusion Activity 
Team Family Day 
West Somerset Railway, Minehead, 
TA24 5BG.
Winterlights illuminated train journey 
from Bishops Lydeard to Crowcombe 
and return. Staff will be available 
to support families. Train departs 
at 4.30pm, so please arrive early to 
collect your tickets and board the 
train. Costs £10 per person.

Bookings open on 29th November 
at 10am. Please call 07977 412199

For ALL children and young people in Somerset with a disability or additional needs
*You DO NOT have to be referred to any service to access these activities, unless otherwise stated.

                  Community Inclusion Activity Team

‘Winter’ or ‘Christmas’ themed activity packs, containing arts 

& crafts, puzzles, recipes and more! £2 per pack. Payment on 

delivery please.

To order, please email ciateam@somerset.gov.uk by 6th 

December with your preference for ‘Winter’ or ‘Christmas’ 

themed pack, your child’s name, age, nature of disability , 

address, phone number and where we can safely leave the 

pack if you’re not in. Delivery w/c 13th December. 

Sunday 19 December
Wilder Woods
Hallr Wood, West Charlton, 
Somerton. The nearest postcode is 
TA11 7AL.
Family seasonal event exploring the 
woods. Make natural decorations, 
hear stories, sing songs and create a 
woodland mandala and light it up in 
the dark. 3.30-5.30pm. £1 per family.

To book, please email Deb Millar: 
deb@wilderwoods.org

Monday 20 December

EAQ Manor Farm
Owl Street, Stocklinch,
Ilminster, TA19 9JG.
Christmas Holiday Club. 
An opportunity to spend time with 
our horses & explore nature. 1:1 
sessions available: 9.30-11.30am. 
10.30-12.30pm. 1-3pm. Costs £10 
per 2 hr session. For 6-14yrs. One 
child per session plus siblings.

Bookings via Ian Roberts 
01460 394375.
enquiries@eaqmanorfarm.co.uk

EAQ Manor Farm
Owl Street, Stocklinch,
Ilminster, TA19 9JG.
Christmas Holiday Club. 
An opportunity to spend time with 
our horses & explore nature. 1:1 
sessions available: 9.30-11.30am. 
10.30-12.30pm. 1-3pm. Costs £10 per 
2 hr session. For 6-14yrs. One child 
per session plus siblings.

Bookings via Ian Roberts 
01460 394375.
enquiries@eaqmanorfarm.co.uk

Tuesday 21 December Wednesday 22 December

EAQ Manor Farm
Owl Street, Stocklinch,
Ilminster, TA19 9JG.
Christmas Holiday Club. 
An opportunity to spend time with 
our horses & explore nature. 1:1 
sessions available: 9.30-11.30am. 
10.30-12.30pm. 1-3pm. Costs £10 per 
2 hr session. For 6-14yrs. One child 
per session plus siblings.

Bookings via Ian Roberts 
01460 394375.
enquiries@eaqmanorfarm.co.uk

Thursday 23 December

EAQ Manor Farm
Owl Street, Stocklinch,
Ilminster, TA19 9JG.
Christmas Holiday Club. 
An opportunity to spend time with 
our horses & explore nature. 1:1 
sessions available: 9.30-11.30am. 
10.30-12.30pm. 1-3pm. Costs £10 per 
2 hr session. For 6-14yrs. One child 
per session plus siblings.

Bookings via Ian Roberts 
01460 394375.
enquiries@eaqmanorfarm.co.uk

December HolidayDecember Holiday
Saturday 18 - 29 December 2021Saturday 18 - 29 December 2021

Inclusive activities calendar for December. There are a variety of activities for children and young people who have a disability 
or additional need, including the Community Inclusion Activity Team’s family day trip on the West Somerset Railway’s 
Winterlights train journey.

www.somerset.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/children-with-disabilities-service/


