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As the spring term draws to a close it is right that we reflect on what has happened so far this year and then to look ahead
at what is to come. This edition of the newsletter is full of wonderful stories from across all year groups. It demonstrates how
resilient young people are and how creative their teachers have been during what has been a difficult year for all of us. The
much hoped for relaxing of the national restrictions will be a welcome relief as we move into the Easter break but | would urge
you to be mindful of the restrictions that are still in place. There is an item in the newsletter about continuing to test over the
holiday and to make sure that a test is completed before we return.

Easter is a time in the Christian bible of hope and new beginnings and there is much for us all to look forward to. Year 11 will
be completing their studies with us and will be thinking about college and new adventures. Year 10 will become our senior
students and Year 9 will find out what they will be studying for their GCSE subjects. We will be able to use the field again at
break and lunchtime and the after school clubs that so many students have been attending - particularly in Year 7 and 8 - will
continue. The chance to focus on other activities rather than spending time alone inwardly reflecting will also benefit all our

mental health and wellbeing.

to do all we can for your children.

| wish you a happy and peaceful Easter holiday and thank you again for your support of the school as we continue to strive

Mr J Eddy

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Year 7: i Year 8:

Hubert and Chiesa have both Dylan for consistent effort in
scored the most merits in the lessons and Katelyn for amazing
year group over the last week. maths work.

Year 9:

Kacey - for a
fabulous job
collecting money
and helping with
Comic Relief
fundraising.

Marcel - for
having a positive
attitude to learning and a good work ethic.

Haydon - for having a positive attitude and fantastic
work ethic.

Evie - for having a positive attitude and building up her
resilience.

Lola — for having a positive attitude
and fantastic work ethic.

Emily - for great involvement and
reading in DEAR time.

Leo - for having a positive attitude
to learning and a good work ethic,
receiving high merits.

Bethany - for continued excellent
effort and attitude to learning.

Year 7 students created
some fantastic posters

for extra curricular sports
clubs for a lockdown
competition. Eleanor,
Reece, Jenson, Mylie,
Isaac (and Alex who is

not in the photo) were the
winners. Well done on your
fabulous effort!
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Physical and Creative Arts Lockdown Superstars

The students listed below produced exceptional work throughout lockdown.

Chef Sportsperson Musician Artist / Photography Actor Designer
Randy 9SHA Max 8NHA Phoebe 10JGE Dillon 10BCO for Maisie 11NFA Robert 11NFA
Dishaa 8AKH Leotie 7SWO Josh 10JGE Kayleigh TINFAfor | Amy 10SBA Cheyenne 9DMA
Jasmin 10BCO art Bella SMSY
Katie 11NFA art

A special mention to the following for their dedication and hard
work throughout lockdown:

Food

Year 7 Kayleigh
Year 8 Harry / Chloe
Year 9 Randu / Ryan
Year 10 Josh / Ellie
Year 11 Teegan

PE

Jonny 10LPA and Armando
10BSA

Stef 9TWA and Cheyenne
9DMA

Keely BNHA, Samuel 8MSY,
Amelia 8ADE, Dishaa 8AKH
and Kloe 8MSY

Isaac 7JKA

Drama

Year 11 — Mary, Alexia, Eloise,
Valentina, Will and Kayleigh
Year 10 — Tommy, Maciej i and
Harry

Maths Stars

Wonderwall

We nominate one student per week for our WONDERWALL in the
English faculty and these go on display in the building. These are
the students we'd like to especially celebrate this term.

Well done everyone!
Mrs Jones
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Mia and Alissa
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We are pleased to announce some of our best results in the UKMT Intermediate
Mathematical Challenge. Our pupils won a total of nine medals, including one gold, one

silver and seven bronze.

A big round of applause to our gold medallist Alex with 106 points. He also won a
‘distinction’ in the Cayley Olympiad. Well done to Maciej with 72 points to win a silver
medal. Also Jack, Charlie, Mary, Lydia, Ella and Haydon who all gained a bronze medal. A
special well done to George from Year 8 who got 61 marks for his bronze medal.

https:/www.thetauntonacademy.com/21012-2/

Debate Winners

The Taunton Academy

is the South West
Regional Champion for
the ESU Public Speaking
Competition. Ella, Alexia
and Chris have done it
again! Each member of
the team received high
praise from the head

of judges after delivering confident performances in their
respective roles as Chair, Speaker and Questioner. The
team will be taking part in the grand final later in April.

WELCOME
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https://www.thetauntonacademy.com/speaking-success/

¢ Youth Apprentices

workshop last week. The group

the skills, knowledge and

with them over the coming
i weeks.

Mr Khan

South Bristol Youth ran an
“insight into apprenticeships”

helps young people develop

confidence to better understand
pathways to apprenticeships,
higher education and high
quality employment. It will be
carrying out some team building

https://southbristolyouth.org.uk/




Political Praise i Lockdown Competition

Our local MP Rebecca Pow met a group of Year 11 We were excited to receive entries for our Literary Character in Lockdown
students, along with our Headteacher Mr Eddy, to competition.

discuss their |OdeOf’V.n experienoeg ar?q thoughts . . Here are the results. Thank you to all who sent in work for this

for the future. Describing them as inspiring, she said: © competition. We thoroughly enjoyed experiencing your brilliant work.

“Our young people have shown huge resilience and
deserve praise and our support.”

The English Team

SPECIAL AWARD! SPECIAL AWARD!

For Outstanding Effort and Achievement

Alfie | with his film and writing based on ‘Skulduggery Pleasant”

orge M, Max H and James S with their animation and
o writing on ‘Sherlock Holmes”

Diary Entry
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Thanks to Alife, George, Max and James in Year 8 for creating these engaging videos.
https://youtu.be/WjVvOOWWmOQOU

https://youtu.be/U64VSvpEF Q

Art Talent
Some fabulous Year 10 GCSE Art etching portraits. What talented students we havel

Fantastic art presentation by Megan
in Year 8, on the subject of pattens in
the work of Victorian artist and textile
designer William Morris.




Comic Relief

A team of brilliant young leaders and prefects
from each year group ran their own cake sale and
organised activities for their year group bubblesto
raise money for Comic Relief. The activities included
the very popular ‘just dance’, football crossbar :
challenge, football shooting, netball shooting,
dodgeball and throwing table tennis balls into a cup. :

A huge thank you to all the lovely staff and
students who donated so many cakes. The break
and lunch time activities raised an incredible
£1,447.87, including the non uniform money.

The amazing leaders were:

Year 11 - Emilia, Summer, Valentina, Ella, Emilly,
Alexia, Ellie.

Year 10 - Tommy, Harry, Amy, Armando.
Year 9 - Henry, Grace, Kacey, James, Chloe.

Year 8 - Eliza, Samantha, Alfie, Arabella.

Year 7 - Eoppy, Poppie, Sophie, Seb, Cameron and Year 7 leaders Poppie and Sophie Year 7’s Seb and Cameron leading
Ella Zelazik. © showing they have totally sold out of ~: their throwing table tennis balls into
Mrs Ardren : cakes! i cups game.

Chaplaincy Corner with Mrs Vercoe

As the school chaplain | am available and
approachable to talk and listen to all students and
staff. Wellbeing remains a priority and you can talk
to me about anxiety, stress, bereavement, faith
issues and for spiritual support. We also have a
team of school pastors, who are volunteers from
local churches, assisting with supporting students
by offering a reassuring and friendly presence. They
wear a distinctive uniform so they can be easily
identified. You will often see them at the end of

the school day patrolling outside school from 3pm ’
and into the community to support the safety of
students as they travel home.

i

Over lockdown many staff, parents and students have discovered the benefits of gardening
for their wellbeing. Now back at school a group of students in Year 8 and Year 11 are working
to develop two garden areas. This has the potential to be a big project as the students have
lots of creative ideas! After school gardening club has begun now and students have been
busy weeding and preparing beds for plants.

We hope the gardens will be a place of creative activity which students enjoy looking after
and can also help support those who have experienced bereavement or trauma, or indeed
anyone who needs a quiet place to reflect.

If you are able to help by contributing plants, tubs or trellises, the gardening club would
welcome any donations after the Easter break.

| was delighted to write to all the current Year 6 students who will be joining our Year 7 in September to welcome them at the beginning
of their transition journey. | will soon be meeting with year 6 teachers to start to get to know all those coming to our school and am
looking forward to meeting the students themselves. If students or parents have any questions about transition you can contact me.

If you would like to know more about the Chaplaincy, please contact me.
Easter Blessings
Mrs Vercoe
School Chaplain

Cycling Support

Please support this team, which is cycling 900 miles from John O’Groats to Lands End in May to raise money for Bristol Children’s
Hospital (Wallace and Gromit’s Grand Appeal) following the tragic, sudden death of Richard & Laura’s three year old son.

Mrs Ardren
http://www.jogleforjude.co.uk/




WELLBEING NEWS

A free online course offering families
health and wellbeing advice is available
for all Somerset parents and carers aged
over 19. Delivered by Young Somerset

in collaboration with Somerset Skills

& Learning, it is designed to help look
after the family’s emotional, mental and
physical wellbeing in lockdown.

https://choices.somerset.gov.uk/025/
send-news/free-online-wellbeing-
course-for-families/send-news/

FREE Easter holiday activities at COACH
for pupils aged 8-16, with Channel
Adventure and Applebees Fitness. Four
half day sessions will include a range of
water and land based activities, plus a free
healthy meal provided by the Weir Cafeé.

www.channeladventure.co.uk/haf/

R

FREE

Free meals included 3

Land and water based
activities

Focus on healthy living &%

§ Each course includes G4

4 half-day sessions {8
4 hours of fun each day

H#GETKIDSOUTSIDE

Comelandljoin usiduring|ther2021 Easter,
Summerand Christmas! schoollholidays

Venue: COACH, ErenchiWeir Rark; Taunton, TALIIXQ)

Dyslexia Help

The Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity is offering
free places on its parents’ courses for lower
income families. This can help parents/
carers of children with dyslexia to be
supported at home with reading, spelling,
maths and study skills.

There are six online 1.5 hour sessions,
with support slides and recordings
available if the parent/carer cannot attend
live. The next course is scheduled for May.

https://www.helenarkell.org.uk/news/
new-dates-help-course-for-parents-
online.php

It is also running a range of online services,
including consultations and tuition.

https://www.helenarkell.org.uk/

GET AHEAD
PROGRAMME

Summer Term Get Ahead

This programme is free for any student in Year 9 and above to
attend. We will be refining this again over the summer term and
aim to publish a programme for the full academic year 21/22 in
September. We also publish all the videos and resources onto
our website so that students can access these again in their

own time.

The Bridgwater and Taunton College Trust

COVID-19 UPDATE

Asymptomatic testing
over Easter

All students will be provided with enough
test kits to continue testing twice

weekly over the Easter holidays. It is
important we continue to test to break
the chains of Covid transmission and

we ask that you test on a Sunday night/
Monday morning and Wednesday night/
Thursday morning.

Please report your results to school. To
do this takes a few simple steps:

1. Use the QR code on the front of the
box of test kits (access your phone
camera and hover it over the code).

2. Select the link.

3.  Fill out the short form and submit.
We would like you to test before your
first day back after the Easter holiday
and report your result. This means

testing on the evening of Sunday 18th/
morning of Monday 19th April 2021

MATHS
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Peter Elliott

Please remember we are a nut free site.

Students can access the ‘red box’ for free sanitary products if needed, which is in the medical room.




